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Visions

Preface

VISIONS: A Thematic Anthology is a collection of multicultural
readings from a wide variety of sources on different topics for different
purposes. Therationale behind the choice ofreadingsis that the process
of thinking can be learnt by interacting with creative texts, and readers
can develop their thinking ability, while simultaneously enhancing
their reading and writing skills. Education to a large extent implies
inculcating in the studentsthe capacity to think clearly and logically
about important ideas, issues, and problems, and develop a holistic
as well as an analytical approach as the situation demands. The texts
are chosen according to the discourse communities associated with
different academic disciplines. The selected texts provide examples of
effective writing in different disciplines and readers can see and learn
how skilled writers use language to achieve their purposes. Secondly,
they allow the readers an opportunity to practice close, critical
reading. Third, the study of the selected texts stimulate the readers
to reflect on their own experiences and think about how they can use
the readings to use them in their own writings. Last but not least,
interactions with texts written by professional writers help readers
discover what makes for good writing and become good writers.

The selected texts are grouped under six headings:

L. Culture and Society

IIL. Money and Management
III. Science and Environment
IV. Gender and Women

V. Life, Death, and Beyond
VI. Art and Philosophy

As the headings indicate, the topics are of general human interest.

Each text in the anthology is preceded by a short background
information on the writer and the text. The text is followed by a



Glossary which provides a guide to the meanings of particular
words and references. There are three types of exercises in the book:
Understanding, Rhetoric/Language/Writing, and Discussion. The
exercises in Understanding are mostly to see whether the reader has
been able to comprehend the main points about the text. In Rhetoric/
Language/ Writing, exercises are developed regarding the strategies
used by the writers and their use of languagein the text. It also contains
exercises that prompt the readers to produce their own compositions.
Discussion questions basically attempt to assess and chall enge how
well the readers can connect the text with ideas beyond the text in the
real world. The list of Useful Terms at the end of the book provides a
handy reference to a few technical terms used in the exercises.

My greatest debt of gratitude is to the authors of the selected
pieces and I would like to take this opportunity to register my deepest
appreciation to them. I am also very grateful to my friendsand
colleagues Professors Padma Devkota and Hriseekesh Upadhyay
for advice and much-needed support.lI would be grateful for any
suggestions for improvement from the readers.

SL



I. Culture and Society I. Culture and Society
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New Nepal Shiddicharan Shrestha 3
Looking for a Rain God Bessie Head 7
Dover Beach Matthew Arnold 14
Shooting an Elephant George Orwell 18
The Unknown Citizen W.H. Auden 29
Augustus Does His Bit George Bernard Shaw 33
The Parrot in the Cage Lekhanath Paudyal 61
II. Money and Management
Advertise Your Business Phineas T. Barnum 71
Eveline James Joyce 77
The Company Man Ellen Goodman 85
Light My Lucky R. Scholes, N.R. Comley & G.L. Ulmer 89
12. The Ideal of Craftsmanship C. Wright Mills 94
III. Science and Environment
Religion and Science Alfred North Whitehead 103
The New Physics Fritjof Capra 120
Root Cellar Theodore Roethke 127
On Warts Lewis Thomas 130
The Etiquette of Freedom Gary Snyder 138
Just Like George Bernard Shaw James Herriot 144
The Rights of Animals Brigid Brophy 151
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IV. Gender and Women
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Professions for Women
The Use of Force

The Stronger

Here I Love You

The Kiss

Girl

Farewell

Popular Mechanics

Virginia Woolf 163
William Carlos Williams 172
August Strindberg 179
Pablo Neruda 187
Kate Chopin 190
Jamaica Kincaid 196
Federico Garcia Lorca 200
Raymond Carver 202



V. Life, Death and Beyond

28. TheFly William Blake 209
29. Jest and Earnest Annie Dillard 211
30. The Old Man at the Bridge Ernest Hemingway 218
31. Once More to the Lake E.B. White 224
32. The Hundredth Dove Jane Yolen 234
33. The Lunatic Laxmi Prasad Devkota 242

VI. Art and Philosophy

34. An Essay in Aesthetics Roger Fry 257
35. The Clock Tower Bhupi Sherchan 262
36. Beauty Susan Sontag 267
37. From the Fountainhead

to the Future Alexandra York 273
38. The Panther Rainer Maria Rilke 283
39. What I Think, What I Am Edward Hoagland 291
40. All-Pervading Poetry Balkrishna Sama 296
41. The Allegory of the Cave Plato 302
42. Her First Ball Katherine Mansfield 309
43. Not the Non-Existent 319

Useful Terms 333



